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PRESS RELEASE FROM SOCIAL WELFARE AMD ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, 
HON. L.J. KING. Q.C. 
21/3/71. 
Local Involvement in Welfare Services. 
The State Government plans to establish local advisory councils 
for each of its new Community Welfare Centres, the Social Welfare 
and Aboriginal Affairs Minister, Mr. King, said today. 
Establishment of the Centres is part of the major reorganisation 
of the Department of Social Welfare and Aboriginal Affairs 
announced by the Minister yesterday. 
It involves renaming it the Department for Community Welfare and 
placing new emphasis on decentralised operation. 
The Community Welfare Centres will be the principal point of 
contact with the public and all field staff, including social 
workers and community development experts, would work from them. 
The Centres will also carry out specialist functions such as 
probation, assistance of those in difficulty, and juvenile 
court matters. 
Each will be under the control of a senior social worker and 
responsible to a regional office, 
Mr. King said there was at present a need for about 20 such 
centres in the State. 
In a number of cases they could replace district offices as 
at Adelaide city, Brighton, Port Adelaide, Tea Tree Gully, 
Salisbury, Elizabeth and Enfield in the metropolitan area and 
Whyalla, Port Augusta, Port Lincoln, Berri and Mount Gambier 
in the country. 
There was also a need for Centres at Campbelltown, Woodville, 
Unley, Edwardstown, Norwood and Christies Beach in the 
metropolitan area and at Port Pirie and Murray Bridge in the 
country. 
It is planned to set up Centres in these locations as soon 
as availability of human and financial resources make this 
possible. 
"One innovation in the Government's welfare reform programme 
will be the creation of a local advisory council for each 
Centre", Mr. King said. 
"It is planned that each council will consist of representatives 
of local government, professional and voluntary organisations 
and local, citizens. 
"Councils will be encouraged to play an active part in 
recommending new policies for the local centre and stimulating 
active community participation to meet special needs. 
"The Councils will have an important part to play in ensuring 
that the services provided by a particular Centre are flexible 
and responsive to the needs of the surrounding community," 
Mr. King said, 
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Other proposals in the overhaul of welfare services call for 
the establishment to specialist units to tackle particular 
problems. 
Among these are an Aboriginal Task Force, made of Aborigines 
with special training in welfare techniques, an Aboriginal 
Resources Branch, a Volunteer Programme and Consultative Panels. 
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